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April 1, 2026"Life is too important to be taken seriously...except on April Fools, when 
it is just slightly suspicious."  Paraphrased by Oscar Wilde

Pittsfield High School Recognized for Literacy Growth

I want to take a moment to share something I?m genuinely proud of. 

Pittsfield High School was recently recognized by the New Hampshire Department of Education for strong 
literacy outcomes based on SAT reading and writing results. This recognition is part of an effort led by 
Governor Ayotte and Commissioner Caitlin Davis to identify schools across the state where students are 
seeing real success in literacy. 

In her message, Commissioner Davis noted that the work happening in schools like ours is ?making a 
meaningful difference for students and families across New Hampshire,? and that the goal is to better 
understand what is working so those practices can be shared more broadly. 

At Pittsfield, the growth is real. 

In 2021, about 43% of our students were meeting or exceeding expectations in reading and writing. This fall, 
that number was 71%. We also had a group of students in 2024 reach 89%, which was exceptional. 

But what matters more to me than the numbers is how we got there.

This is about the work happening in classrooms every day. It?s about teachers building relationships with 
students, holding them to high expectations, and showing up consistently.

Sarah Carson shared with me that her 11th grade students have grown from 40% to 70% meeting or 
exceeding. That kind of growth doesn?t happen by chance. It reflects steady, intentional work with students 
over time.

Sarah said something that stuck with me: students do their best work when they trust you and know you 
care. That is exactly what we are seeing.

I want to recognize Sarah for that. The consistency, the care, and the commitment she brings to her 
students matter, and it shows.

We?re also seeing strong outcomes beyond the SAT. Over the past three years, more than 90% of our seniors 
have passed the Civics Exam on the first try.

For a small district, this is important. These are the kinds of results that tell us students are reading, 
thinking, and engaging at a level that will serve them beyond high school.

I?m proud of our students. I?m proud of our staff.

And I?m especially proud that the work happening here, quietly, every day, is being recognized at the state 
level.

Dr. Sandie MacDonald Superintendent of Schools

SAU 51 - Pittsfield School District, 23 Oneida Street, Unit 1

Pittsfield, NH  03263
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Wed, April 1, 7pm ? The Suncook Valley Sno-Riders 
will meet at the Pittsfield Fire Station, 33 Catamount 
Rd.

Wed, April 1, 6:30pm ? The Suncook Valley Rotary 
Club will meet at the Pittsfield Historical Society, Oak 
St.

Thurs, April 2 - Lenten Services - First 
Congregational Church, 24 Main St. A special 
Maundy Thursday Seder meal including Holy 
Communion, commemorating the ?Last Supper? of 
Jesus, will be held at 5:30pm at the church. 
Reservations are necessary and limited to 50.  On 
Good Friday, April 3, noon-2pm, there will be a ?Cross 
Walk? as we walk around Pittsfield, remembering 
each of the events Christ experienced. It is about 1.7 
miles, starting at St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, 50 
Main St. On Easter Sunday, April 5, at 6:30am, there 
will be a joint sunrise service with Hope in Christ 
Church, across from the church at 154 Main St, 
Chichester, followed by breakfast at the First 
Congregational Church, Pittsfield,  at 8:30am. The 
traditional Easter worship service will be held at 
10am with special music by the Chancel Choir and 
JuBellation Handbell Choir.  There is parking as well 
as a wheelchair accessible entrance at the rear of the 
church at Chestnut Street. For more information 
about any of these services or to make reservations, 
call the church office at 603-435-7471 and speak 
with Rev. Dennis Russell.

Sat, April 4, 9-10:30am ? Easter Pie Sale.  The 
Dorcas Guild of the First Congregational Church, 24 
Main St., is holding their annual Easter Pie Sale.  Lots 
of varieties - $10 each.  Please use the Chestnut St. 
parking lot and entrance.

Mon, April 6 ? Deadline to order plants from the  
Victory Workers 4-H Club?s annual Spring Plant Sale.  
10? hanging baskets for $40 or one-gallon hibiscus 
plants for $30. All plants are locally grown by 
Pleasant View Gardens and will be ready in time for 
Mother?s Day. Plants will be available for pickup on 
Fri, May 8, 12-5pm, and Sat, May 9, 9am?12pm at 
Davis Fuels, 1109 Suncook Valley Highway, Epsom.  
Contact a 4H'er or Mark Riel to place your order at 
pittsfieldtowncrier@hotmail.com

Mon, April 6, 6:30pm ? The Victory Workers 4-H 
Club will meet at the PES Gym.

Mon, April 6, 6:30pm ? The American Legion 
Peterson Cram Post 75 will meet at the Town Hall.

Tues, April 7, 9-11am ? First Congregational Church  
Infant Toddler Diaper Pantry will be open for families 
to receive supplemental diapers once per opening, 
now once every month.  Each family receives 
diapers/product per child in need and one package of 
wipes per family.  We generally have NB through size 
6 diapers along will pull-ups and overnights.  We use 
the parking lot off Chestnut Street.  We appreciate 
donations. Financial donations, donations of diapers 
(including open packages)and donations of wipes are 
always welcomed.  Please call 603-435-7471 with 
any questions, including donation questions.

Thurs, April 9, 5:30pm ? PES PTO will meet at the 
PES Cafeteria.

Fri, April 10, 5:30-6:30pm ? Community Supper at 
the First Congregational Church, Main St. Come 
enjoy a delicious meal and meet some new friends.  
Please use the Chestnut St. parking lot and rear 
entrance.

Sat, April 11, 8:30-9:30am ? FREE Community 
Breakfast at Joy Church, 55 Barnstead Rd.

Sun, April 12, 1-4pm - The Pittsfield Historical 
Society Museum, 4 Oak St. will be open to the public.  
Stop in and check out all the wonderful displays of 
Pittsfield fabulous history.

Mon, April 13, 6:30pm ? The Josiah Carpenter 
Library Read & Mead Book Club will meet at Over The 
Moon Farmstead, Upper City Rd.

The Pittsfield Players present "The Supporting Cast".  
Show dates - April 17, 18, 24, 25 at 7:30pm & April 
19 at 2pm at the Scenic Theatre, 6 Depot St..  Tickets 
are $20 and can be purchased by visiting our ticket 
link at www.pittsfieldplayers.org or call the Box Office 
at 603-435-8852.
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Fri, May 1, 6:30pm -3rd Annual Suncook Valley 
Rotary Mom Prom.  Dell-Lea Weddings & Events. 
Grab your puffed sleeves, electric blue eyeshadow, 
and AquaNet and dance the night away at our 
1980s-themed prom 
https://www.jotform.com/build/260574594239164

Sat, May 2, 9am-12pm ? Save the Date - Fishing 
Derby at the F.B. Argue Recreation Area (aka Town 
Pool). There will be raffles and prizes.  This is a 
combined effort event with PES PTO. To help at this 
event or join the Parks & Rec Committee, contact Niki 
at 603-545-2402.

Sat, May 9, 9am?3pm - The Pittsfield Fire 
Association is hosting a Craft Fair. Free to attend. It 
will be inside the Pittsfield Fire Department bays, so 
rain or shine. Vendors needed. $40 fee for vendors. 
Vendors must register by April 24. Registration 
available in person, by phone 603-229-7213, or by 
email shracin14@yahoo.com

The Gabriel Douglas Anthony 21 Foundation was 
established by Gabe's family after his death to 
provide roadside safety equipment to all High School 
aged drivers.  Please visit the website 
https:// gda21foundation.org to learn more about this 
wonderful Foundation or more importantly to donate.  
You may also contact the Foundation at GDA21 
Foundation, 98 Main St., Pittsfield, NH 03263; 
603-470-6927 or email gda21foundation@gmail.com

Senior Center Schedule (55 Barnstead Rd., located in 
Joy Church) ? Weekly Schedule:  Community Lunch: 
Monday & Thursday 11:45am;  Sweatin to the Oldies: 
Monday & Wednesdays 8am;  Bingo: Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday 10-11:45am;  Walking at 
Center: Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 8am-1pm;  
Women?s Group: Mondays 9-9:30am;  Chair Yoga: 
Thursday 8am;  Breakfast and Bingo: Wednesdays 
9am; Knitting/Crochet: Thursday 9-9:30am. ?'s call 
Anne at 603-435-8482 - aalbers-reilly@capbm.org 
Please contact the center to verify times..

The Pittsfield Youth Workshop (PYW), 18 Park St., is 
open for Drop-In Hours - Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri from 
3-6pm and Wed 1-6pm.  Stop in and check out the 
schedule. The food pantry at PYW continues to be 
stocked with snacks, beverages, mealtime essentials, 
and basic toiletries/ self care products for PYW youth- 
open during Drop-In hours. 

For more information, contact Zach Powers or Ashley 
Perron at  (603) 435-8272 or Text at 603-234-9788.  

Join Pittsfield Youth Baseball Association every 
Saturday for BINGO. There is a great menu of food 
items along with games, and it all benefits the youth 
of Pittsfield for their baseball/ softball program.  
Doors open at 3:30pm and bingo starts at 6pm at 
Circle 9 Ranch in Epsom.  

End 68 Hours of Hunger - Volunteer Drivers are 
needed.  End 68 Hours of Hunger - Pittsfield is 
looking for caring volunteers to deliver food to local 
youth on Thursdays from 9:30-10:30am. Local 
delivery routes around Pittsfield.  There is also a need 
for Food Packers (packing the food from shelves to 
the bags for delivery) on Thursdays from 9-10am. For 
more information or to volunteer, please text or call 
Angela at 603-219-6343.

The Pittsfield Conservation Commission wants to 
hear from you. Please complete this anonymous 
survey to help us understand your joys, concerns and 
hopes regarding Pittsfield's natural spaces. 
https:// forms.gle/ zyyFqpiWGBShEehs6

The NexTrex plastic recycling program hosted by 
Pittsfield PES PTO. The program challenges schools 
and non-profits to gather 1,000 pounds of recyclable 
plastics, weigh them and  turn them into local 
retailers and ?hopefully? receive a free bench if the 
goal is reached within a 12-month period.  
Acceptable plastics for this challenge include plastic 
grocery bags, bread bags, bubble wrap, dry cleaning 
bags, newspaper sleeves, ziploc and other 
recloseable food storage bags, cereal bags, case 
overlap (such as case of bottled water), rock salt 
bags, pallet wrap, wood pellet bags and produce 
bags. Make sure that bags are empty. Please 
continue to save your plastic and bring it to one of 
the bins around town. (Bell Brothers Convenience 
Store, Danis Supermarket, Josiah Carpenter Library, 
Pittsfield Elementary School, Pittsfield Middle High 
School, Dowboro Farm Farmstand and Clark's Grain 
Store).

Happy Birthday wishes to Kip Riel and Judy Webber 
on Mon, April 6; to my sister, Robin Blais, and 
Stephanie Lamere on Fri, April 10, and to Rick Chase 
on Wed, April 15.



4

 The Arts Supporting Our Community 

We are pleased to announce that 65 talented PES student artists currently have their artwork on display 
throughout the community. This special exhibition highlights the creativity, dedication, and artistic growth of 
our students while strengthening connections between our school and local organizations.

Student artwork can be viewed at the following locations:

The Friendly Diner

Camden National Bank

Josiah Carpenter Library

Town Hall

We warmly invite families to visit these locations to celebrate our students? creativity and hard work. Please 
refer to each location?s website or contact them directly for current hours of operation. 

Thank you for your continued support of our young artists and our school community. 
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Cooks Corner  Sausage ? Hash Brown Breakfast Casserole

Here?s a lovely breakfast casserole that would be a delicious addition to your Easter 
Sunday brunch buffet.  Serve with warm biscuits or your favorite toasted bagels, and 
maybe some sliced tomatoes or a big bowl of mixed fruit.  This dish is also great for 
dinner, served with a nice tossed salad on the side.  Enjoy!

1 lb package ground pork sausage with sage (such as Jimmy Dean?s)

1 lb package hot ground pork sausage

1 (30 oz) package frozen shredded hash browns

2 tsp kosher salt, divided

1 tsp black pepper, divided

1 & ½ cups sharp shredded cheddar cheese, divided

6 large eggs, beaten

1 cup whole milk

1 TBSP chopped fresh parsley

1 TBSP chopped fresh chives

Heat oven to 350.  Coat a 9x13 inch baking dish with cooking spray.  Cook the sausage in a large skillet until 
cooked through.  Remove from heat; drain well on paper towel.

Working in batches, cook hash browns according to package directions, but omit salt if it?s called for on the 
package.  When hash browns are done, sprinkle with 1 tsp salt and ½ tsp pepper.

Stir together sausage, hash browns and 1 cup of the cheddar cheese in a bowl.  Spoon into the prepared 
baking dish.  Whisk together eggs, milk and remaining 1 tsp salt and ½ tsp pepper.  Pour the eggs over the 
sausage mixture.  Sprinkle the top with remaining ½ cup of the cheddar.

Bake until set, about 30 minutes.  Top with the chopped parsley and chives.

Play For Catamount Womenaid

Catamount Womenaid has joined the hundreds of nonprofit organizations that benefit from NH Charitable 
Gaming. From April 11-20, Revo Casino and Social House in Manchester will feature Catamount Womenaid, 
with a significant portion of gaming revenue going directly to help our neighbors in need.

Since 2011, Catamount Womenaid has responded to the needs of individuals and families in financial 
distress by paying utility bills, rent, medical or dental bills and many other essentials. Now, this casino 
gambling revenue ensures that Catamount Womenaid will continue to fulfill its mission. In fact, the amount 
granted to assist residents of Barnstead, Epsom, Deerfield, Northwood, Pittsfield and Strafford was recently 
doubled to $2,000.

Revo is a ?Social House? featuring a full restaurant and live music; so even if you aren?t a gambler, you can 
have a great night out while supporting a great cause. Mark your calendar for a fun night out and an 
opportunity to help Catamount Womenaid at Revo Casino, 1279 South Willow St., Manchester, NH
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Starbooks Cafe Returns to PMHS

On March 19,  Fallon, from the Friends of the 
Josiah Carpenter Library, joined Melissa to 
bring the Book Tasting Event back to Pittsfield 
Middle High School. Twenty students "tasted" 
over 50 books across eight categories, 
sampling covers and first chapters. 

While Fallon served as the guest "Starbooks 
Barista" with treats and beverages for 
students and staff, Melissa shared the many 
resources available at our local library? from 
free Wi-Fi and computers to workshops and 
community service opportunities.

Summer Jobs F B Argue 
Recreation Area!

Director, Beach 
Attendants,Gatekeepers  

Application can also be picked 
up at Town Hall  or >>>>>>>>

?'s Niki 603-545-2402

Volunteers Needed

The Pittsfield food pantry is in need of volunteers. 
Hours would be Monday and Thursday from 
10:45am-1:45pm. Stop in to inquire.

Pantry hours are Monday: 11?2pm & 4-5pm
Thursday: 11am-2pm
Phone: (603) 435-7300
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 3, Pittsfield NH 03263

Click to Apply Here! 

Dear Pittsfield Residents,  The 'town' has made 
the decision to construct a parking garage in 
Dustin Park, therefore please be careful when 
walking downtown because the Park will be under 
construction effective April 1st. 

For more information, please check your April 
Fools Folder! haha!

April Fools!

https://www.pittsfieldnh.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3681/f/pages/employment_application_2021_fillable.pdf
https://www.pittsfieldnh.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3681/f/pages/employment_application_2021_fillable.pdf
https://www.pittsfieldnh.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3681/f/pages/employment_application_2021_fillable.pdf
https://www.pittsfieldnh.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3681/f/pages/employment_application_2021_fillable.pdf


8

A Message to Pittsfield Post Advertisers

The Pittsfield Post will publish a special issue again this year to celebrate the Pittsfield Middle High School 
2026 graduates.  As in the past, part of this special edition will be in color and it has become an important 
tradition for our students and a treasured keepsake for their families. 

If you are interested in running a special ad in honor of our upcoming graduates, you can submit your 
?graduation issue? ad to the Pittsfield Post at any time, but no later than 9am, Friday, May 1.  The content of 
your message is up to you ? words of encouragement, congratulations or just good wishes for the future. 

Your ad copy can be sent to the Post at news@pittsfieldpost.org, or mailed to us at Post Office Box 253, 
Pittsfield, NH 03263.  Please include your contact information.  Our advertising rates are:  $100 full page, $50 
half page, $25 quarter page and $15 business card size.  All ads must be submitted in jpeg or png format, or 
in pdf format that is cropped to the edge of the ad copy.  If you submit your ad prior to May 1, your ad will be 
printed in the color portion of this special issue; if you submit your ad after May 1, your ad will be printed in 
black and white.  The Pittsfield Post has a circulation of approximately 800 readers.  Additional information 
can be found on our website at www.pittsfieldpost.org 

Thank you very much for helping us celebrate the PMHS graduating class of 2026.

Your Selectboard Organizes for the 2026-27 Session

As is custom every year following voting day, the selectboard holds a meeting to organize, assign duties to 
the members for the upcoming year, plan for conducting routine business, and lay out a meeting schedule. 
This year?s inaugural meeting followed that same path.

First up, the board welcomed Dan Greene, who joined as the board?s newly elected member, replacing Larry 
Konopka, who did not seek re-election. Dan is slated to serve a three-year term concluding in 2029.

Next, the board voted this writer to serve as chairman, and Paul Colby, as vice-chair, to serve until the next 
required reorganization in the spring of 2027. I will continue as the board?s representative to the Community 
Development Committee and the Conservation Commission. Paul will remain with the Budget Committee, 
Capital Improvement Plan Committee, and as an alternate for the Planning Board. Selectmen Jim Adams and 
Art St. Laurent will act as our principal Union negotiators. Jim Adams will also represent the selectboard on 
the Foss Scholarship Committee and at board meetings for the BCEP Solid Waste Facility. Dan Greene  will 
serve as the alternate to the Budget Committee, as well as the alternate representative to Pittsfield?s 
Planning Board. In addition to Union negotiations, Art St. Laurent will remain with the Planning Board and act 
as the board?s liaison to the Pittsfield School Board. Retaining a system begun in 2025, I will again serve as 
the board?s point of contact for the Highway Department; Art St. Laurent, the Police Department; and Jim 
Adams, the Fire Department. The selectboard will continue to hold its regular meetings on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays of each month. However, beginning immediately, we will return to the long-standing start time of 
6pm. The earlier start we?ve utilized this past year is difficult for many working residents who may wish to 
attend.

There are severe challenges ahead. With the voters removing $600,000 from the planned municipal budget, 
the board must now figure out what services can continue under these constraints. The levels that residents 
have come to expect are no longer possible, and every department is impacted. The board will be working in 
the coming weeks to determine the way forward. That is this board?s primary mission. We will also meet 
weekly until we have a fiscal plan in place. J. C. Allard, Pittsfield Selectboard
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Dispatch From Concord House Session March 11 & 12 

March 12 was the legislature?s deadline to act on proposed bills passed on by the committees, so as 
expected there were 152 bills on consent and 190 bills to debate. The House voted to limit debate to provide 
time to get to as many bills as possible. The week prior, the vote to extend the period did not make the 2/3 
majority. Below are some of the bills, including two of ours. 

HB1376 relating to a parent's ability to raise their child in a manner consistent with the child's "biological" sex 
and cannot be treated as evidence of abuse, neglect, or unfitness. It passed 171-143. Voted for. 

HB1378 allowing parental access to a minor child's electronic medical records, except under three 
circumstances: when state or federal law requires consent of the minor, a protective order is in place, or the 
health care provider has evidence that there will be abuse or neglect. Passed 175-149. Voted for. 

HB1565-FN providing penalty for false reports of suspected abuse and neglect made to DCYF maliciously or 
with the intent to cause harm shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Passed 181-141. Voted for. 

HB1132 limiting the flags displayed in public schools and charter schools to American, State and POW/MIA. 
With an exception to flags used for instruction or representing the school, military or town. Passed 182-156 
Voted for. 

HB1268 modifying the definition and requirements to homeschool education programs shifting New 
Hampshire to one of the freest states for homeschooling by eliminating burdensome requirements. Passed 
180-167. In New Hampshire, the parents are in charge of their children?s education. Voted for.

HB1358 passed 169-163 establishing a commission to study the transitioning process of all public schools 
to public charter schools.Voted for. 

HB1817 permitting all students the choice to access the curriculum courses and programs within the school 
districts in which they reside and expanding access for EFA students. Passed 179-156. Voted for. 

HB1125 allowing school districts to include the candidate's party affiliation.  Passed 168-156. Voted for. 

HB1300, the Property Tax Protection Act, allowing voters by a 2/3 vote to adopt a local tax cap on property 
tax at the November general election.  Passed 177-168. Voted for. 

HB1735 expanding the Right to Try Act to include severe and debilitating illnesses and not just terminal ones. 
Passed 181-160. Voted for. 

HB1313, sponsored by us, repealing the buffer zones for reproductive health care facilities. Failed to pass, 
163-171. 

HB1076 authorizing the legislative body of any municipality to authorize and rescind the use of electronic 
ballot counting devices. Passed 182-151. Voted for. 

HB1224, sponsored by us, attempting to clean up the mess with the default budgets being greater than the 
actual for SB2 towns, passed 186-160. 

If you have any questions, please email info@claytoncyril4house.com. 

Respectively, your state representatives, Cyril Aures and Clayton Wood. 
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Big Easter Bunny Thank You ...

To the PIttsfield Parks and Recreation  
Committee and all the volunteers who made 
the Annual Easter Egg Hunt a huge success.

And thank you to everyone who came out with 
their families to have some fun and support  

our community.
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