
1

September 30, 2026?Happy September! The world shall now transform into pumpkin 
everything.? ? Keith Wynn

Notes from the Selectboard

  Your Selectboard met in regular session on Tuesday night, September 22, to attend to a variety of new and 
old business. The first was a presentation by Selectman Dan Greene concerning his proposal to construct a 
casino, hotel, and restaurant complex on his property on Will Smith Road.  This was an information-only 
presentation given the application for the project has not been reviewed by the Zoning Board of Adjustment, or 
the Planning Board. 

 There were ten items on the Consent Calendar that the Board voted to approve, including a reaffirmation of 
the sludge removal project at the wastewater treatment facility. Also, there were two donations from the 
Clothes Closet to the Parks and Recreation Committee for fall activities. Both were unanimously accepted.

 Under 'new business' the Board accepted personal donations made to the Old Home Day Committee.  The 
Board discussed a citizen?s request for traffic warning signs on Route 107 and Main Street but were unable to 
direct the signs to be placed as that roadway belongs to the state and not the town. The Town Clerk briefed 
the Board on the deeding of three properties for non-payment of taxes.  The affected owners may yet 
repurchase the properties before the town proceeds to auction to recoup the taxes owed.

 Next came a discussion of repairs to the pinion gear on the highway department?s grader,  a task that needs 
doing before snow season, and certainly well ahead of next spring?s projected grading of our dirt roads. The 
public meeting finished with a briefing, discussion and acceptance of the PES-PTO?s plans to relocate the 
annual Trunk-or-Treat Halloween festivities to the area of Broadway.  Though Broadway will be closed for part 
of the evening, residents will still be able to access Cram Avenue from Carroll Street.

J.C. Allard, Pittsfield Selectboard
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Thurs, Oct. 1, 7pm ? The Suncook Valley Sno-Riders 
will meet at the Pittsfield Fire Station, Catamount Rd.

Sat, Oct. 3, 1-9pm - Howard Pearl?s 5th Annual 
Oktoberfest, Pearl & Sons Farm, 409 Loudon Ridge 
Rd., Loudon.  FREE ? Community Invited for Family 
Fun, Food and Drinks.

Mon, Oct. 5, 7pm - The Greater Pittsfield Chamber of 
Commerce will meet at the Community Center, lower 
level.

Mon, Oct. 5, 6:30pm ? The Victory Workers 4-H Club 
will hold their first meeting of the year at the Pittsfield 
Elementary School Gym.

Mon. Oct. 5, 6:30pm - The American Legion 
Peterson Cram Post 75 will meet at the Town Hall.

Tues, Oct. 6 from 9-11am ? First Congregational 
Church of Pittsfield NH, the Infant Toddler Diaper 
Pantry will be open for families to receive 
supplemental diapers once per opening, now once 
every month.  Each family receives diapers/product 
per child in need and one package of wipes per 
family.  We generally have NB through size 6 diapers 
along with pull-ups and overnights.  We use the 
parking lot off Chestnut Street.  We appreciate 
donations!!  Financial donations, donations of diapers 
(including open packages)and donations of wipes are 
always welcomed.  Please call 603-435-7471 with 
any questions, including donation questions.

Tues/Wed, Oct. 6 & 7, 6pm ? The Pittsfield Players 
are holding Public Auditions for ?The Holiday Movie 
Christmas Channel Wonderthon!? at the Scenic 
Theatre, 6 Depot St., We are looking for 16-20 people, 
age 18+ to fill a variety of roles in this two-act 
comedy.

Wed, Oct 7, 6:30pm ? The Suncook Valley Rotary 
Club will meet at the Pittsfield Historical Society, Oak 
St.

Fri, Oct. 9, 5:30-6:30pm ? Community Supper at the 
First Congregational Church, Main St.  Cost is a 
donation.  Come enjoy a delicious meal and meet 
some new friends.

Sat, Oct. 10, 8:30-9:30am ? FREE Community 
Breakfast at Joy Church, 55 Barnstead Rd.  All are 
welcome!

Sun, Oct. 11, 1-4pm ? The Pittsfield Historical 
Society will be open to the public- Free!  Come check 
out all the wonderful Pittsfield history!

Wed, Oct. 14, 6:30pm ? Josiah Carpenter Library 
Mead & Read Book Club will meet at Over The Moon 
Farmstead, Upper City Rd., Pittsfield.

Fri, Oct. 16, 6-7:30pm - Square Dance at the First 
Congregational Church, 24 Main St. FREE, and all 
ages are welcome - no experience needed.  Light 
refreshments provided.  Donations welcome.  For 
more information or questions, contact 603-435-7471

Sat, Oct. 31, 7:30-10:30pm - HALLOWEEN CASINO 
NIGHT, sponsored by the Suncook Valley Rotary Club 
(age 18+ event). Join us for a grown-up night out with 
a little Vegas flair. Costumes welcome but optional! 
Come dressed up, dress to impress, or just come 
ready to have a great time.

Try your luck at blackjack, roulette, craps, poker and 
more with professional dealers from Vertical 
Entertainment. Never played before? No problem! 
Their dealers will teach you how to play and keep the 
games fun for everyone. 
COME IN COSTUME & GET EXTRA FUNNY MONEY! 
Costumes aren't required, but there is an advantage 
to dressing up! Guests who arrive in costume will 
receive extra funny money to use at the casino. 
HORS D'OEUVRES - from Dell-Lea. CASH BAR- 
TICKETS- Early Bird ?  $75 pp  through October 15, 
Regular ?  $85 pp person after October 15, Couples: 
$140 Early Bird /  $160 Regular.  Ticket includes: 
Casino, $2500 Funny Money, Hors d'oeuvres, 
Halloween fun, Entry to Door Prizes, Silent auction...
CASINO NIGHT SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE - 
Spotlight your business...Sponsorship opportunities, 
casino table, cocktail napkin, the casino décor 
experience, funny money and more - 
suncookvalleyrotary@gmail.com

Tues, Nov. 3, 7am-7pm - The State General Election 
will be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2026 from 7:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Pittsfield Middle High School 
gymnasium, located at 23 Oneida St., Pittsfield.  
Absentee ballot applications for the November 3rd 
State Election are available at the Town Clerk's office 
and the town website: www.pittsfieldnh.gov

Senior Center (55 Barnstead Rd., located in Joy 
Church) - Community Lunch: Monday & Thursday 
11:45am;  Tai Chi: Monday/Thursday 8am & 
Wednesday 12pm;  Bingo: Monday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday 10-11:45am;  Walking at the Center: 
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 8am-1pm.

On occasion:  Women?s Group, Art Class, Crafts, 
Backgammon, Cribbage. 

Questions? Call Anne at 603-435-8482 or 
aalbers-reilly@capbm.org
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The Gabriel Douglas Anthony 21 Foundation was 
established by Gabe's family after his death to 
provide roadside safety equipment to all high 
school-aged drivers - https:// gda21foundation.org to 
learn more about this wonderful foundation, or more 
importantly to donate to GDA21 Foundation, 98 Main 
St., Pittsfield, NH 03263;  603-470-6927 or email 
gda21foundation@gmail.com

The Pittsfield Youth Workshop (PYW), 18 Park Street 
Drop-In hours are Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 3-6pm and 
Wed 1-6pm. The food pantry at PYW is  stocked with 
snacks, beverages, mealtime essentials, and basic 
toiletries for PYW youth - open during Drop-In hours.  
Questions? contact Zach Powers or Ashley Perron  
(603) 435-8272 or text at 603-234-9788.  

End 68 Hours of Hunger - If you know of any families 
in Alton/Barnstead/Pittsfield needing food help, they 
can email: barnsteadnh@end68hoursofhunger.org 
There are no income requirements, just sign up - 
https:// registration.end68hoursofhunger.org To 
volunteer or donate, please contact Lori Mahar  
Alton/Barnstead/Pittsfield. Cell: 603-490-5254 or 
email: barnsteadnh@end68hoursofhunger.org 

Dowboro Farm (home of many Victory Workers 4-H 
Club items!), 615 Dowboro Rd., is open for the 
season:  Wed ? Sat from 9:30am-6:30pm , and 
Sunday 10am-4pm.      

Also, on sale NOW - The Community Cookbook filled 
with recipes from local family and friends of the 
Victory Workers 4-H Club, South Pittsfield Community 
Club and Josiah Carpenter Library are now available 
for purchase.  $15, cash or check (payable to Victory 
Workers 4-H). Pick up your copy at Dowboro Farm 
Store, Josiah Carpenter Library, South Pittsfield 
Community Suppers, Clark?s Grain Store, or any 
Victory Worker 4-H family.

The Town of Pittsfield is pleased to announce that 
regular public meetings of the Board of Selectmen 
are now live streamed on the town's official YouTube 
channel. Public attendance at meetings is always 
welcome and encouraged.  Meetings may be viewed 
live and recorded at
https://www.youtube.com/@Pittsfield_NH  
 

Become a 2026 PYAA/PYBA Soccer Sponsor and 
help our young athletes have another unforgettable 
season! Team jerseys, field banners, concession 
stand. Starting at just $100, your support helps 
provide equipment, field maintenance, uniforms, and 
unforgettable memories.  Questions? Please email 
pyaa.pybafundraising@gmail.com

Marston Farms Second Corn Maze is open Saturdays 
10am?7pm and Sundays 10am?5pm.  Snacks, ice 
cream, drinks available at the Marston Maze booth. 
Tickets may be purchased online: 
MarstonFarm.simpletix.com    *Tickets also may be 
purchased at the farm, but please note a $2.00 
up-charge for at-event purchases. We do this so 
people pre-purchase tickets online, so we can try to 
give our food vendors a heads up on the number of 
tickets sold.   
https://www.marstonfarmnh.com  Address: 384 
Webster Mills Road, Pittsfield, NH 03263

 Happy Birthday wishes to Bea Ladd Perlupo on 
Thurs, Oct. 1; to Laurie Vien on Sat, Oct. 3; to Paul 
Rogers on Mon, Oct. 5; to Alice Young on Tues, Oct. 6; 
to Jay Darrah on Thurs., Oct. 8 and to Norm Tuttle on 
Tues., Oct. 13.

 Happy Anniversary wishes to Cathie & Dana Tuttle on 
Tues, Oct. 6.
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Stay Connected with Pittsfield Town Government
There are more ways than ever to stay connected with what?s happening in Pittsfield! Residents can watch 
Selectboard and Budget Committee meetings live when available, or catch up on recordings afterward, 
through the Town?s YouTube channel at youtube.com/@Pittsfield_NH. You can also find the meetings right 
from the Town website, pittsfieldnh.gov, by clicking the Online Meetings icon.  

As we continue getting the livestreaming system up and 
running, there may occasionally be a glitch or two along 
the way. We?re working to fine-tune the system and 
improve the experience with each meeting, and we 
appreciate the feedback and suggestions residents have 
shared with us. Your input has been helpful as we work 
toward making online meetings as reliable and accessible 
as possible.  

Want to know when something new is posted? Visit the 
Town website and click the red Alerts & Notifications 
button to sign up for email notifications. Subscribers will 
receive alerts when Town notices and other updates are 
posted. We?re continuing to build out this service and 
hope to expand notifications in the future, including 
potentially letting residents know when meeting agendas 
are posted. It?s an easy way to stay informed without having to remember to check the website.

If you have any questions or run into any issues accessing meetings or signing up for notifications, please 
contact the Town at admin@pittsfieldnh.gov. 

Meet your Independent candidates ? Paul Twomey and Becky Berk
We are running as Independent candidates to represent Pittsfield and Chichester in the NH House of 
Representatives.  As part of our commitment to being accessible and accountable to voters, face-to-face, we 
have scheduled open drop-in hours at a town library every Wednesday between now and the election on 
November 3.  Come talk with us ? ask questions, float your ideas, share your concerns.    Both of us will be 
available at all sessions.

- September 30, 5-6 pm; Josiah Carpenter Library, Pittsfield
- October 7, 5-6 pm; Chichester Library
- October 14, 5-6 pm; Josiah Carpenter Library, Pittsfield
- October 21, 5-6 pm; Chichester Library 
- October 28, 5-6 pm; Josiah Carpenter Library, Pittsfield

We are running to represent YOU, not a political party.  - Becky and Paul
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Why I Oppose HB 1300, and Why You Should, Too

Clayton Wood and Cyril Aures have been encouraging voters to approve the warrant based on HB 1300, which 
by law must now be on the ballot on November 3.  Essentially, this poorly structured, state-mandated warrant 
combines two questions for voters into a single warrant article, but voters cannot vote separately on each 
question ? they must vote the whole thing up or down.    

Here?s what the actual language of the warrant article must say on the ballot: 

?Shall the [name of municipality] limit property tax growth for [name(s) of school district(s)] under RSA 32:5-i?  
If adopted for a two-year period:  (1) the local property tax levy may not grow beyond the prior year?s amount, 
adjusted for inflation and new construction; (2) SAU central office spending may not exceed 6 percent of total 
school district appropriations; and (3) bonded capital costs are excluded from both limits.  These caps apply 
only to administrative operations of the SAU central office and do not affect classroom instruction, 
school-based services, or other municipal expenditures.  These limits may be overridden as provided in RSA 
32:5-i. Adoption requires a three-fifths (3/5) majority vote.?

Huh?  It is patently false that caps apply only to administrative operations of the SAU.  To promise that 
classroom instruction and school-based services will not be affected by part 1 of the warrant is both 
disingenuous and beyond the scope of what the state can determine.  

HB 1300 was initially introduced as a bill to re-assign some NH towns between Congressional District 1 and 2.  
Hijacked by the Election Law Committee of the House, (on which both Clayton Wood and Cyril Aures serve), 
the bill was entirely rewritten to serve the purpose of foisting this poorly written, confusing, and binding 
state-level warrant on voters, totally divorced from the usual local discussions about school budgets, public 
hearings with the local budget committee, and informed choice.  Pittsfield and Chichester already have local 
control, voting school district budgets up or down, and allowing tax caps and other measures to be introduced 
and voted on at the local level.  

Instead of trying to solve the very real problems of public education and the unfair and inequitable 
over-reliance on the local property tax to fund it, Clayton and Cyril are champions of a travesty of a law that 
seeks to confuse voters and undermine true choice.  If anyone doubts that they are committed to dismantling 
public education, they only need to look at their support for HB 1815 which sought to have the state take 
credit for all school property taxes raised locally, to say that the Supreme Court has no jurisdiction in deciding 
the constitutionality of the state?s approach, followed by Cyril?s gleeful statement that he expects the 
Claremont decision (which included Pittsfield as a plaintiff) to be overturned soon.  In other words, they don?t 
like what the Supreme Court has said three times now ? that the way NH funds public education is 
unconstitutional ? and they want the state absolved of any responsibility for fair access to public education at 
an equitable tax rate.  

Becky Berk
Independent Candidate for State Representative, Pittsfield and Chichester
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Cooks Corner: Grandma's Maple-Frosted Apple Tart                              

Apple season is officially upon us, and we have a local culinary triumph to 
celebrate! A huge congratulations goes out to our neighbor, Corine Miller, whose 
incredible apple tart took home First Place at Pittsfield's Annual Cook-Off during 
Old Home Day on September 12th. Corine generously shared her award-winning 

recipe with the community, and it is an absolute must-try this autumn.

Pie:

15 ounces Pillsbury pie crust

1 teaspoon flour

1 ½ cup cornflakes (non-sweetened)

6 cups peeled, thinly sliced apples

1 cup sugar

2 teaspoons cinnamon

½ teaspoon nutmeg

1 egg white beaten

Glaze:

½ cup powdered sugar

3 Tablespoons maple-flavored syrup

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Allow both crusts to 
sit at room temperature for 15-20 minutes. 

Unfold one crust and sprinkle with 1 teaspoon flour. 

Turn crust flour-side down on ungreased cookie 
sheet or pizza pan.  Sprinkle cornflakes over crust 
to ½ inch from the edge.  Place cut apples in a 
mound over the cornflakes. Pour the sugar, 
cinnamon, and nutmeg mixture evenly over the 
apples.  Brush edge of crust with egg white. 

Unfold second crust and place over the apple 
filling.  Fold edge of bottom crust up over the top 
crust and pinch edges to seal.  Cut slits in top crust 
so steam can escape.  Brush egg white over top 
crust.  Bake 350 degrees for 45-55 minutes or until 
golden brown and apples are tender.  

While still warm, but not hot, drizzle glaze over top 
crust. 
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The first meeting of the NH Commission to study Efficiency and Structure of School Administrative Units 
(SAU?s) is scheduled for October 2. I will be reporting on the findings of that commission in the "Dispatch." In 
order to understand the process, I thought it would be beneficial to summarize the findings of a previous 
committee to study SAU consolidation that concluded on November 1, 2025 (SB 57, Chapter 220:1).  

The law required the committee to examine six areas: Clarify responsibilities of SAUs and local school 
districts. Examine superintendent roles and service delivery. Evaluate financial feasibility and economies of 
scale due to consolidation. Examine one SAU per county, with separate SAUs for Manchester and Nashua. 
Examine staffing and oversight of SAUs and districts. Examine SAU mergers under RSA 194-C:2.   

The Majority Report recommended a County-Level Administration approach that created 10 elected county 
school administrators, one for each county while maintaining separate elected administrators for Manchester 
and Nashua. This approach would return academic responsibilities, such as curriculum and teacher hiring, to 
local school districts while moving accounting, HR, insurance, compliance, transportation, and purchasing to 
the higher administrative level. The change would begin in 2028, with the transition targeted for the 2029?30 
school year.  

The Minority Report concluded that more research was needed. They felt there was insufficient evidence that 
consolidation would reduce overall taxpayer costs and potential increases in transportation and local 
administrative expenses. There were also concerns about additional responsibilities being placed on school 
principals with the move of the local SAU. There was a need to examine voluntary consolidation and shared 
services as well as understanding the needs of smaller SAUs separately rather than applying a uniform 
countywide model.  

The majority report cited 2023 Census data indicating that New Hampshire's administrative spending was 
approximately $2,029 per student, described as the second highest among the 50 states. It also referenced a 
1993 New Hampshire study that projected savings from eliminating SAUs and replacing them with Department 
of Education services and district business administrators. However, the minority emphasized that the 
committee had not yet developed concrete cost projections demonstrating that the proposed consolidation 
would produce net savings for taxpayers.   

The report presented two different approaches: a centralized administration that functions through elected 
county-level leadership while preserving local academic responsibilities, or further researching consolidation 
models, with greater attention to local control, actual financial savings, and its effects on schools and 
communities.   

Read the complete SB 57 Final Report: 

https:// gc.nh.gov/ statstudcomm/committees/1732/ reports/Final%20Report.pdf  

Your State Representatives, Cyril Aures and Clayton Wood. 



10



11



12

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

                                                                       1                   2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27                28                 29 30 31

6pm            
ZBA meeting              

6:30pm             
American Legion 
Peterson-Cram 
Post 75 mtg.

9-11am          
1st 
Congregational 
Church Diaper 
Pantry 5:30-6:30pm       

1st Congrega- 
tional Church 
Community 
Supper   

 6:30pm 
JCLibrary    
Mead & Read 
Book Club,    

9:30am       
Library  
Trustees Mtg.,    
4pm  
Community 
Dev. Mtg,

4 pm 
Community 
Development 
Mtg. 

All Day  
Planning 
Board 

6pm 
Selectboard 
mtg  

 6:30pm        
Parks & Rec 
Dept. Mtg    

6pm          
BCEP Comm. 
Mtg.

6:30pm 
Suncook Valley 
Rotary 

6-8pm 
Selectboard 
Mtg

1pm - 4pm 
Pittsfield 
Historical 
Society Open 
House

6:30-7:30pm 
1st Congreg. 
Church Soup 
Night 

 7pm 
Conservation 
Committee  Mtg.

Food Pantry
Mon. 

11am-2pm
4-6pm
 Thurs. 

11am-2pm   

(603) 435-7300

Senior Center
 Hours

Monday & 
Thursday

8am - 2pm
Wednesday
 8am - 1pm

6pm            
ZBA meeting              

6:30pm    
Victory 
Workers 4-H 
Club Mtg at PES

5:30pm
PES PTO

6-7:30 pm         
1st 
Congregational 
Church Square 
Dancing  

 

6 pm 
Selectboard 
Budget

6pm 
Selectboard 
Budget
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