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"Enjoy the sweaters of autumn as long as you can, because the 
coats of winter are coming." - unknown

November 26, 2025

First Congregational Church in Pittsfield Welcomes New Pastor and Family

The First Congregational Church of Pittsfield is delighted to welcome Pastor Dennis Russell, his wife Sarah, 
and their five young children to the Pittsfield community.The Russells are joining the church family from West 
Virginia, and Pastor Russell will officially begin his ministry on Nov. 30.

Pastor Russell brings a heart for faith, family, and community. He and Sarah are especially excited to meet 
local families and become part of the close-knit spirit that makes Pittsfield such a special place.

?We are so excited to be moving to Pittsfield and look forward to welcoming other young families to our new 
church home,? said Pastor Russell.

?We couldn?t be happier to welcome the Russell family,? added Steven Small, chairman of the Pastoral Search 
Committee. ?Their warmth, energy, and love for people will be a blessing to our congregation and the wider 
community. If you desire to grow spiritually and build a relationship with Christ, this may be the time for you to 
visit our church.? Small continued.

The church invites everyone to join in welcoming Pastor Russell and his family. A special service and 
community reception will be held on Sunday, Nov. 30, at 10am at the First Congregational Church, 24 Main St.  
All are invited to attend, meet the Russells, and share in this joyful new beginning.

The First Congregational Church of Pittsfield has been a 
gathering place for worship, friendship, and service for 
generations. With Pastor Russell?s arrival, the church 
looks forward to continuing that tradition and welcoming 
all who seek a place of faith and community. Children 
are always welcome to stay in the service or use the 
nursery where staffed nursery care is available.

For more information, please contact the church office 
at 603-435-7471 or visit 
https:// fccpnh.servantkeeper-sites.com/

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kelley Small
allsmall7@gmail.com
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Wed, Nov. 26, 9am - Until the pies are gone!  The 
Victory Workers 4-H Club's Annual Thanksgiving Pie 
Sale will be held at Dowboro Farm, 615 Dowboro Rd.

Fri, Nov. 28- Pittsfield Middle High School  Alumni 
baskeball games  - 5pm - Girls and 6pm - Boys. 
Come show your support for the Basketball teams - 
past and present.  

Fri, Nov. 28, 5pm - Catamount Lodge #107 F&AM- 
Annual Christmas Tree Sale.  Reasonably priced, 
fresh cut NH grown trees.  Friday 5-7pm, Saturday & 
Sunday 10am -7pm at Catamount Rd, across from 
Family Dollar. 

Mon, Dec. 1, 6:30pm - The Victory Workers 4-H Club 
will hold their monthly meeting at the PES Gym.

Mon., Dec. 1, 6:30pm - The American Legion 
Peterson Cram Post 75 will meet at the Town Hall.

Tues., Dec. 2, 9-11am ? First Congregational 
Church Infant Toddler Diaper Pantry will be open for 
families to receive supplemental diapers once per 
opening, now once every month.  Each family 
receives diapers/product per child in need and one 
package of wipes per family.  We generally have NB 
through size 6 diapers along will pull ups and 
overnights.  We use the parking lot off Chestnut 
Street.  We appreciate donations.  Financial 
donations, diapers (including open packages) and 
wipes are always welcomed.  Please call 
603-435-7471 with any questions, including 
donation questions.   

Wed., Dec. 3, 7pm - The Suncook Valley Sno-Riders 
will hold their monthly meeting at the Pittsfield Fire 
Station, Catamount Rd.

Wed., Dec. 3, 6:30pm - The Suncook Valley Rotary 
Club will meet at the Pittsfield Historical Society, 4 
Oak St.  

Sat, Dec. 6, 7:30-10am - PES PTO is sponsoring 
Breakfast With Santa at the Pittsfield Middle High 
School Cafe.  The menu is pancakes, sausage, and a 
drink. Breakfast is $4 per person. Gluten-free options 
will be available as well. Santa will be at breakfast 
from 8-10am and then he will be at the Vendor Fair 

till 11am. Santa will be there with a guest.  

Sat, Dec. 6, 8am-1pm - Pittsfield Elementary School 
PTO will be hosting their Holiday Vendor/Craft Fair.  
We still have some space available. $40 for an 8'x8' 
space.  Location - Pittsfield Middle High School, 23 
Oneida St.   For info, please email 
pittsfieldnhptovendors@sau51.org for more 
information.  

Sat., Dec. 6, 9-11am - The PMHS Boys & Girls 
basketball teams are sponsoring the Annual 
Children's Store - Kids Only Shopping at the PMHS 
Gym. Kids can shop for their family and friends. Free 
gift wrapping is available. 

*** Donation bins for Children?s Store are out at the 
Post Office and Town Hall. We are especially in need 
of new/gently used men?s items (flashlights, small 
tools, winter hats, gloves), adult gifts, and sticker gift 
tags. Think of things kids would pick for their 
parents, siblings, or loved ones on their list. Please 
no clothes (kids don?t know sizes).  

 Mon, Dec. 8, 6:30pm - The Josiah Carpenter Library 
Mead & Read Book Club will meet at the Over The 
Moon Farmstead, Upper City Rd.

Tues, Dec. 9, 6pm - The Pittsfield Parks & Recreation 
Commission will meet at the Community Center.  
Parks & Rec is  seeking more members.  Please call 
Nicole St.George at 603-545-2402 for information.

Thurs, Dec. 11, 5:30pm - The Pittsfield Circle of 
Home & Family Group will meet for their annual 
Christmas party and potluck dinner at the 
Community Center, lower level.  For information, 
contact Andi Riel at 603-451-8762.

Fri - Sun, Dec. 12-14 - The Pittsfield Players present 
the annual holiday show "Another Very Pittsfield 
Players Christmas" on Fri, Dec. 12 & Sat, Dec. 13 at 
7:30pm and Sun, Dec. 14 at 2pm at the Scenic 
Theatre, 6 Depot St.  Tickets will be $15 or $10 with 
a non-perishable food pantry donation.  Food pantry 
donations will be gifted to the Pittsfield Food Pantry.  
Tickets will be available by phone reservation at 
603-435-8852 or by visiting the website at 
www.pittsfieldplayers.org.

Sat., Dec. 13, 8:30-9:30am - Free Community 
Breakfast at Joy Church, 55 Barnstead Rd. All are 
welcome. 
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The Greater Pittsfield Chamber of Commerce is 
sponsoring the Holiday House Decorating Contest 
again this year.  All Pittsfield residents are invited to 
participate for a chance to win a $100 prize.  There is 
no entry fee.  The deadline to register is Fri, Dec. 19, 
and judging will be on Mon, Dec. 22, starting at 7pm.  
To register, please call or text Louie Houle at 
603-848-1553.   

Pittsfield Historical Society's 2026 Calendar now on 
sale!  "Main Street: The North Side."  Beginning at the 
dam site, we journey up Factory Hill to catch a 
glimpse of the businesses, shops, churches, and 
more that brought a flurry of activity to the small 
town, ending at the Tuttle Mansion.  Calendars can be 
purchased at the Town Hall, Josiah Carpenter Library 
or the Pittsfield Historical Society museum.  The cost 
is $15.

The Gabriel Douglas Anthony 21 Foundation was 
established by Gabe's family after his death to 
provide roadside safety equipment to all High School 
aged drivers.  Please visit the website 
https:// gda21foundation.org to learn more about this 
wonderful Foundation or more importantly to donate.  
You may also contact the Foundation at GDA21 
Foundation, 98 Main St., Pittsfield, NH 03263; 
603-470-6927 or email gda21foundation@gmail.com

 Senior Center Schedule (55 Barnstead Dr., located in 
Joy Church) - Mon. & Thurs. ? 8am-2pm and Wed 
8am-1pm.  Activities include:  Senior Community 
Lunch ? M & TH at 11:45am; Bingo M, W & TH ? 
10-11:45am; Cribbage & Games ? W-9-11am; 
Breakfast & Bingo- Wed at 9am; Walking at the 
Center- M, W, TH- 8am-1pm; Sweatin to the Oldies- 
Mon at 8am-8:45am (new time) and Chair Yoga- TH 
at 9:30am (new time).  For more information or if you 
have questions, call Anne at 603-435-8482 or email: 
aalbers-reilly@capbm.org  

The Pittsfield Youth Workshop (PYW), 18 Park St., is 
open for drop-In hours - Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri from 
3-6pm and Wed 1-6pm. Stop in and check out the 
schedule. The food pantry at PYW continues to be 
stocked with snacks, beverages, mealtime essentials, 
and basic toiletries/ self care products for PYW youth- 
open during drop-In hours.  For more information, 
contact Zach Powers or Ashley Perron at  (603) 
435-8272 or Text at 603-234-9788.  

**** NOTE- PYW will be closed Wed, Nov. 26 - Fri, 

Nov. 28 and will reopen Dec. 1.   

PYW is collecting items for the Meals on Wheels gift 
bags that our youth will decorate, fill, and deliver to 
the Senior Center. Last year, we received enough 
donations from the community to make around 50 
gift bags. Currently, we are accepting donations of 
the following items:  travel-sized toiletries, prebagged 
snacks, mints, candies, crossword/puzzle books, 
cards/ card games, and other items similar in nature.  
We created an Amazon Wish List to offer some 
suggestions.  Please reach out to Ashley if you have 
any questions about our current needs. 
ashley@pittsfieldyouthworkshop.org   
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ ls/F9Y9KG1ZPVYA

 BINGO hosted by Pittsfield Youth Baseball/Softball 
Association Bingo. Every Saturday.  Doors open at 
3:30pm and bingo starts at 6 pm at Circle 9 Ranch in 
Epsom.   

End 68 Hours of Hunger - Volunteer drivers are 
needed to deliver food to local youth on Thurs. from 
9:30-10:30am. For more information or to volunteer, 
please text or call 603-219-6343.  

The Pittsfield Conservation Commission wants to 
hear from you. Please complete this anonymous 
survey to help us understand your joys, concerns and 
hopes regarding Pittsfield's natural spaces: 
https:// forms.gle/ zyyFqpiWGBShEehs6  

The 4-H Young Entrepreneurs have been busy at 
Dowboro Farm, 615 Dowboro Rd. Hours are Wed-Sat, 
9:30am-6pm and Sun, 10am-4pm.  Fresh wreaths, 
kissing balls and swags along with other great 
holiday items are now available. 

There are currently two 3-year terms open on the 
Town Budget Committee. If you are interested in 
participating in this important part of our town's 
financial planning, please contact Moderator Jackson 
Marston or the Pittsfield Town Clerk/Tax Collector.  

PYAA Basketball - We are still looking for four more 
sponsors  in order to fully uniform our teams for our 
upcoming basketball season. If you or someone you 
know wants to help but can't swing the full 
sponsorship, we also accept donations as well.   If 
you are interested,  please contact us at 
pittsfieldyouthathletics@gmail.com.   
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Pittsfield Town Clerk/Tax Collector change in public 
office hours effective Oct. 15. Wednesdays closed all 
day to the public to meet administrative obligations. 
Modified Town Clerk/Tax Collector Public Hours, 
Monday 11am - 7pm, Tuesday 8am - 4pm, Wednesday - 
closed to public all day in order to meet administrative 
obligations, Thursday 7am - 4pm and Friday 8am - 4pm 

The Pittsfield Firefighters Association is currently 
collecting donations of new, unwrapped toys and 
clothing for children ages birth to 14 years old for this 
year's Secret Santa Program. This program is made 
possible completely through the generous donations of 
our local businesses and individuals. We provide not 
only toys, but each child receives a warm outfit, and we 
try to meet the needs for any needed winter  outerwear. 
Anyone wishing to make a donation can call the fire 
station (603-435-6807) between the hours of 9am and 
5pm,  and staff will help arrange a time for you to drop 
the items off. We also accept monetary donations, and 
checks can be made out to Pittsfield Secret Santa 
Program, PO Box 392, Pittsfield NH 03263. Thank you 
to everyone who helps make this program such a 
success.  

Pittsfield Food Pantry Christmas Vouchers to Market 
Basket.  Sign up at the Pittsfield Food Pantry at 55 
Barnstead Road Bay 6.  You must live in Pittsfield, have 
a working phone number and a street address. We 
would also like to thank all of the people who have 
been dropping off donations.  Pittsfield Food Pantry 
hours: Monday 11am - 2pm, Monday 4-6pm & Thursday 
11am - 2pm 

Happy Birthday wishes to Sue Bleckmann on Wed, Nov. 
26; Erica Anthony on Fri, Nov. 28;  and Ethan 
Chadbourne on Sat., Nov. 29.

Modified Pittsfield Town Clerk/Tax 
Collector Public Hours

Monday 11am - 7pm

Tuesday 8am - 4pm

Wednesday - closed to public all day in order to 
meet administrative obligations

Thursday 7am - 4pm

Friday 8am - 4pm



5

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

                  1                  2                  3                    4                    5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17  18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

6:30pm 
Library: Mead 
and Read 
Book Club 
meeting         

8:30 - 9:30am             
Joy Church Free 
Community 
Breakfast

Senior Center Hours
Monday & Thursday

8am - 2pm
Wednesday
 8am - 1pm

Food Pantry
Mon. 11am - 2pm

4 - 6pm
 Thurs: 11am - 2pm 

(603) 435-7300

7pm 
Conservation 
Commission 
meeting

6:30pm    Pitts. 
Circle of Home 
& Family mtg.           

5:30-6:30 pm  
Community 
Supper, 
Congregational 
Church               

5pm  
Selectboard 
Mtg.,Town Hall

6pm              
Parks & Rec 
Meeting

1-4pm       
Pittsfield 
Historical 
Society Open 
House

5pm  
Selectboard 
Mtg.,Town 
Hall                 

7 pm          

Greater 
Chamber of 
Commerce mtg 

7pm Suncook 
Valley 
Sno-Riders 
meeting

4pm          
Library 
Tween/Teen 
Book Club

5:30pm School 
Board Mtg.

6pm ZBA mtg

5pm  
Selectboard 
Mtg.,Town Hall

9:30am Library 
Trustee mtg  

4pm 
Community 
Development 
Mtg

4pm 
Community 
Development 
Mtg

5:30pm 
PES/PTO mtg

7pm Planning 
Board mtg

4pm         
Library 
Tween/Teen 
Book Club

6:30pm       
Suncook 
Valley Rotary 
Club

                         

6:30pm 
Suncook Valley 
Rotary mtg

5:30 pm 
School Board 

5pm                  
Selectboard 
Mtg.,Town Hall

       

7:30-10am 
Breakast with 
Santa           
9-11am         
Holiday Fair 
4-6pm      
Christmas Tree 
Lighting

6:30pm    
Victroy Workers 
4H Club PES

9-11am               
1st Cong. 
Church diaper 
pantry
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Cook's Corner - French   Dip Sandwiches
I know how busy life can get now that we?re between the holidays.  Here?s an easy slow 
cooker recipe that delivers a delicious hot sammie.  And bonus points for serving up a 
post-Thanksgiving meal that isn?t turkey!  If you prefer to cook a smaller chuck roast, say a 1 
& ½ pound piece, just cut the other ingredients in half, but keep the same cooking times.  I 
like to serve this on toasted French bread or hard rolls, with a schmear of mayonnaise and 

topped with sliced provolone (or Swiss) cheese.  Serve the au jus (cooking liquid and onions) in small bowls 
on the side for dipping.  Add some roast potatoes and a salad and dig in!  Bon appetit! MP Christakos

In a 4 to 6 quart slow cooker, combine broth, dry soup mix, Worcestershire and flour and whisk until smooth.  
Add the beef chuck roast and onion.  Cook on LOW for 7 to 8 hours or on HIGH for 4 to 5 hours. 
When done, slice the beef and then shred with two forks.  If desired, bring the broth mixture to a boil until it?s 
slightly thickened (you can add a little cornstarch to help thicken, if you like), but you don?t want the au jus too 
thick.  
Serve the meat on toasted French bread or hard rolls, with a schmear of mayonnaise (if desired) and topped 
with either Provolone or Swiss cheese.  Serve the au jus in small bowls on the side for dipping.

4 cups low sodium beef broth    4 TBSP Worcestershire Sauce
2 envelopes French onion soup (dry) mix  2 TBSP all purpose flour
3 to 4 yellow onions, sliced    3 lb chuck roast

Taxes Don?t Come with Easy Answers

The budgetary storm that started with last year?s cycle has arrived in many of our mailboxes in the form of 
increased tax bills due in December. Knowing that this was a periodic reassessment year, many have 
anticipated these increases, but that does not make the situation any easier, whether it?s the municipal 
budget, the school budget, or our individual domestic budgets. Increases take away flexibility and limit 
options. Property values are on the rise, and that is good news for homeowners after years with a reputation 
as a ?property-poor town.? Even as tax rates correspondingly decline, most owners will see increases in their 
tax bill. Uncovering the budget deficit in the school?s finances this year also adds to the burden and must be 
dealt with going forward. School administrators and our school board are working diligently to resolve the 
situation and have already reduced the impact from what was originally thought to be the amount of the 
deficit. That is also a bit of good news for taxpayers.

Other direct challenges to the budget planners have come in the form of contractual obligations that must be 
fulfilled, non-negotiable increases in health and other insurance programs that must be met, as well as 
increased demands on the welfare budget. Every citizen of Pittsfield can be confident that 
everyone? volunteer or professional who is working on these issues--is doing everything possible to mitigate 
the rising costs.

At the school and at the town hall, countless hours are spent in finding the best ways to provide the services 
the community demands without falling into the trap of becoming ?penny wise and pound foolish.? As I travel 
the town from the dump to the diner, I hear chatter about a need to ?cut the budgets.? Be assured that anyone 
associated with these local budgets has devoted themselves to preparing and executing the most 
cost-effective budgets possible. There are no magic wands. Any ill-conceived or simplistic reductions will only 
result in the elimination of programs and services on which we and our neighbors rely. Does anyone want to 
see a reduction in coverage by emergency services? What about the water supply, or wastewater treatment? 
Snow removal? Special Education services? I think not.

Yes, we are challenged. We have some large obstacles to overcome.  But there are no shortcuts, no easy 
answers, no Facebook solutions, just hard work and continued vigilance by good people in the trenches every 
day.     J. C. Allard, Pittsfield Select Board
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CATAMOUNT WOMENAID UPDATE

When a single dad needs his car repaired so he can get to work, or a family suddenly needs a rent security 
deposit for an unexpected move, Catamount Womenaid steps in, quickly and quietly.

Catamount Womenaid is a women-led, all-volunteer nonprofit that provides fast, confidential, one-time 
financial assistance to individuals and families facing urgent needs in Barnstead, Deerfield, Epsom, 
Northwood, Pittsfield, and Strafford. Requests come from trusted community validators, such as school 
nurses, social workers, case managers, clergy, and medical providers, ensuring help reaches those who need it 
most, without red tape. Payments go directly to vendors such as landlords, utility companies, or auto shops, 
creating immediate and lasting impact.

Thanks to generous sponsors, grants, and new revenue from Casino Charitable Gaming, we?ve doubled our 
in-area assistance limit to $2,000 and continue to offer up to $500 for out-of-area requests in partnership with 
other Womenaid groups statewide. We also provided seed funding to help launch Womenaid of the Hamptons 
and meet regularly with other NH Womenaid organizations to share best practices.

From Jan. 1 through Oct. 15, CWA distributed $56,000 in assistance across 28 New Hampshire communities, 
including our six local towns, and we are on track to reach $75,000 by year?s end. Needs continue to grow as 
public support programs shift. Assistance has helped families with emergency car repairs, housing deposits, 
medical bills, safe storage during transitions, and transportation for medical treatment.

Through our School Essentials Fund, we also support students in our six towns, $500 per school, replenished 
as needed, for immediate needs like winter clothing, eyeglasses, snacks, hygiene products, and school 
supplies.

With no paid staff and minimal overhead, nearly every donated dollar goes directly to helping neighbors in 
crisis. Our board includes strong fiscal leadership, including two accountants and a former NH State Treasurer. 
Learn more or get involved at catamountwomenaid.org or email catamountwomenaid@gmail.com? because a 
little help, given at the right time, can truly change everything.

Support the Panthers-  Check out a Home Game this Season!

12/5/25 vs. Farmington School District    Girls   5pm Boys  6:30pm

12/22/25 vs. Wilton-Lindeborough HS Girls   5pm Boys  6:30pm

1/12/26 vs. Mount Royal Academy Girls   5pm Boys  6:30pm

1/16/26 vs. Lisbon Regional School Girls   5:30pm Boys  7pm

1/23/26 vs. Mascenic Regional HS Girls   5pm Boys  6:30pm

1/27/26 vs. Franklin HS Girls   5pm Boys  6:30pm

1/30/26 vs. Newmarket Jr/Sr HS Girls   5pm Boys  6:30pm

2/9/26 vs. Hindsdale HS Girls   5pm Boys  Away

2/16/26 vs. Sunapee Girls   5pm Boys  6:30pm

The game schedule is subject to change. For up to date scheduling, please visit  
https://www.pmhspanthers.org/ 
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Wreat h Decorat ing Cont est

The Greater Pittsfield Chamber of Commerce and Pittsfield Youth Workshop are sponsoring a Decorated 
Wreath Contest at the Christmas Tree Lighting Celebration on Sat, Dec.6. Everyone is invited to bring a 
decorated wreath (anyway you'd like). The wreaths will be displayed and the public will have a chance to 
vote for their favorite and select the winners. This year we will have a youth division (ages 18 and 
younger) and an adult division. The winners will be announced at 6:05pm after the 
Tree Lighting and will receive a $50 cash prize (for adults) and a special prize for 
youth- donated by PYW. Please drop your wreath off on Sat, Dec. 6 by 3:45pm at 
PYW (Pittsfield Youth Workshop, 18 Park St.) and please pick up your wreath by 
6:15pm. Any wreaths that are not picked up will be donated to local groups. The 
contest is open to everyone. Get in the holiday spirit and show off your creativity. 
For more information, contact Andi Riel call or text 603-451-8762 or 
pittsfieldtowncrier@hotmail.com

Walk Through Bethlehem at Joy Church

Dec. 6  2-4pm  

Come and marvel at the sights and sounds as you walk through the streets of Bethlehem to see the 
Christ Child in the manger.  Afterwards you can enjoy hot chocolate and cookies and have your picture 
taken at our photo booth.

Community Holiday Concert on Dec. 6

You are invited to the third annual holiday concert at the Congregational Church of North Barnstead with 
Maine music luminaries Joyce Andersen  and Harvey Reid. They have been making music professionally for 
their entire lives; both toured extensively across the country and abroad, earning a long list of awards and 
recognition for their distinctive and deeply-rooted Americana music. This will mark the 25th consecutive year 
that they have presented their unique Christmas show.

Drawing on their long experience playing folk, country, bluegrass, blues, Celtic and even some classical 
music, they ride their musical sleigh effortlessly across genres, and centuries from banjos to blues to 
Beethoven, from elves to Elvis, from wise men and camels to Willie Nelson and reindeer. This is truly a don?t 
miss event. Bring your kids, your neighbors, and invite friends as we create community and start traditions in 
a magical space with shared live music, sure to leave you with the joy and hope of the season. You will not be 
disappointed.

See you on Saturday, Dec. 6, at 4pm. Tickets, by donation, available at the door (or call 603-776-1820). 
Suggested donation is $20 per person or $35 for the family. The Congregational  Church of North Barnstead 
is located at 504 North Barnstead Road, Barnstead.
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